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Urs Fischer Contemplates The Meaning of
Art and Life In His Brooklyn Studio
The expansive space allows the artist room to work and play
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Fischer in the lounge. Portrait by
Fischer above a sectional by
Flexform; bird drawing by Spencer
Sweeney.

hanks to a surprisingly engrossing conversation
about recipes with his taxi driver this morning, Urs
Fischer is craving chickpeas. And thanks to the
presence of his private chef and a well-stocked
pantry, Fischer is now sniffing a pan of them sizzling

with tomatoes on the stove. He spoons a taste into his mouth and
nods with approval. Next he grabs a large square of feta cheese
drizzled with olive oil and downs it in one bite. It’s almost
lunchtime in the artist’s studio, and that means a hearty meal
whipped up by the chef and shared at a communal table with
Fischer’s staff and, often, a few invited friends.

The daily ritual is but one way the Swiss-born Fischer has strived
to make the cavernous Brooklyn space where he creates his
irreverent sculptures and installations feel not only like a home
but much more fun. “We spend our days in warehouses, half of
our life, so let’s try to make it a little bit pleasant,” he says in
heavily accented English.

Since moving his operation a
decade ago to this nondescript
building steps from the waterfront
in Red Hook, Fischer has directed a
complete overhaul. Ten skylights
now help brighten the 20-foot-tall
main room. From the elevated
kitchen and dining area, reached by
an elegantly minimal wooden
staircase, Fischer has a master-of-
the-universe view of works in
progress: models of abstract, hand-
squeezed clay sculptures that will
scale up to 45 feet; tables covered
with snail shells that he’ll program
to crawl on the floor, leaving snail-
trail drawings of faux mucus.
Houseplants abound, and a glass
wall opens onto a garden, formerly
a truck lot.
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