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Raymond Hains (1926-2005)
participated in central moments
of postwar French art such as
Nouveau Réalisme, Lettrism,
and Situationism without ever
being fully defined by any of
them. His experimental works
in photography, film, painting,
and sculpture are based on
the poetic, playful, and visual
possibilities of language, which
the artist often intertwined with
speculations on literature, histo-
ry, and mythology. He was par-
ticularly invested in the urban
context, specifically the streets,
which were in a way his work-
shop: there, starting in 1949, he
conceived the well-known torn
posters and palisades.Those
abstract compositions made of
fragments of old posters.foupd
in the streets present an ironic
take on Abstract Expressionism,
evident in his self-proclamation
as an “inaction painter'.’ Galerie
Max Hetzler dedicates t0 the
artist a comprehensive retfrc)t-s
spective across all three ot |
locations in Berlin and Parlséif_
presenting key works fro:r\ono-
ferent periods in @ non-C
logical dialogue.
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